The " Sussex " Incident

the Pacific Settlement  of International Disputes of the  i8th
October, 1907.' "
I have reproduced this Note in full because its influence was
quite particularly fateful and because it was probably the most
unfortuiraite document that ever passed from Berlin to Washing-
ton. Mr. Wilson thought he detected a direct untruth, and the
mixture of an uneasy conscience and clumsiness which the Ger-
man Note appeared to betray prompted the sharp tone of the
President's reply. For the sake of his prestige Mr. Wilson was
now compelled by the recent course of events to take action,
although the excitement of public opinion was this time un-
doubtedly less than was the case after the torpedoing of the
Lusitania and the Arabic. The American Government, therefore,
couched the Note which they dispatched on the i8th April in
the terms of an ultimatum. In the meantime, the discovery
in the hull of the Sussex of a piece of a German torpedo placed
the matter beyond all doubt. Additional importance was given
to the ultimatum by the fact that before dispatching it
Mr. Wilson laid it personally before Congress at a special
sitting.
It is my firm'conviction that had it not been for this ulti-
matum diplomatic relations would not have been broken off
immediately, even in 1917. In the increased tension of the situa-
tion resulting from the exchange of Notes on the subject of the
Sussex I see, therefore, one of the immediate germs of the war
with America. After this exchange of Notes a challenge in
the form of our formal declaration of the sist January, 1917,
could no longer be tolerated. The clumsiness of such formal
declarations was, as I have said, only surpassed by the regrettable
impression of a juristic argument produced by our first Lusitania
Note.
As the American ultimatum later formed the basis on which
the American Government, immediately after the declaration of
unrestricted submarine warfare, broke off diplomatic relations,
I here give the vital contents of the American Note of the iSth
April verbatim :
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